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for such incidents, got hold of Mr. Hume's caustic reminder, though
marked strictly private and confidential, and published it. There
were much rejoicing and jubilation thereat in the camp of Anglo-
India, and its organs both here and in England made as much
political capital out of it as they could. These attacks, malicious
enough in spirit, but legitimate in political warfare, roused a general
feeling that things should be so managed as to make such a reproach
impossible in future. One of the last resolutions, therefore, of the
Bombay session decided, among other financial matters, that a sum
of Rs. 45,000 be raised for the expenses of Congress work in this
country and in England during the ensuing year. Speeches were
made in support of it by Mr. Surendranath Bannerji and Mr. Eardley
Norton, and a Madras delegate having promptly offered a thousand
rupees and Mr. Norton having added a thousand thereto, the hat was
sent round and a handsome collection was made on the spot. A Con-
gress deputation was also resolved upon, and Messrs. George Yule,
Adam, Man Mohan Ghosh, Sharfuddin, J. E. Howard, Pherozeshah,
Surendranath Bannerji, R. N. Mudholkar, W. C. Bonnerji, Eardley
Norton and Hume were appointed to represent in England the
Congress view of political reforms. Of these, it may be noted, the
five last-named went and addressed a large number of public and
private meetings, and rendered very useful service to the national
cause. The Congress of 1889 thus proved an unqualified success
from every point of view.
From the chairmanship of the Reception Committee to the pre-
sidentship of the Congress is a natural transition, and in Pheroze-
shah's case it took place rapidly. The very next year after the
Bombay Congress, he found himself installed in the presidential
chair in Calcutta, an honour than which there was then JK> higher to
which a worker in the national cause could aspire. It was said by
unfriendly critics that the honour was going a-begging, and that it
was oflFered to Mr. Herbert Gladstone and several others before it
fell to the lot of Pherozeshah. However that may be, there is TO
doubt that the latter richly deserved the distinction which Ms
countrymen conferred upon him. Though still in the prime of life,
he had a record behind him of which older leaders migjit well have
been proud. Despite the worries and distractions of a busy practice,